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My personal history of overcoming stark adversity and difficult 
circumstances combined with my academic and professional 
preparation, patriotic service to my community and country, care 
for my immediate and extended family and an abiding faith in the 
Christian ethic that all persons should be treated with dignity and 
respect have prepared me to offer myself, at this moment in our 
national history, as a transformational servant leader and change 
agent for the Progressive Liberal Party.  As leader of the Progressive 
Liberal Party and Prime Minister, I will lead The Bahamas towards a 
transformative, inclusive and more sustainable development path.  

I will ensure that The Bahamas becomes a more collaborative partner 
at the regional and international levels in confronting and resolving 
the challenges facing our planet and impacting The Bahamas as an 
archipelagic Island State.

To realize a renewed Bahamian national identity and a vibrant 
and resilient Bahamian future, I advocate, in this transformational 
Leadership Platform, that The Bahamas adopts, within the context 
of Vision 2040 – National Development Plan of The Bahamas, the 
following policies and initiatives:

Vision Statement
I believe that The Bahamas, with the right leadership and vision, can 
transform itself and create a sustainable diversified economy, robust 
national culture and dynamic civil society. This transformation, based 
on the core values of the Progressive Liberal Party, will achieve 
Bahamian centered development and reverse our history of external 
political and economic dependence, internal class, ethnic and color 
limitations. Those core values commit us to honest government, 
Bahamian servant leadership, giving priority to the interests of 
the whole over the interest of the privileged few, Family Island 
development, environmental stewardship and providing a ladder, 
through education and entrepreneurship, for self-improvement, 
independent living, and responsible citizenship. 
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a) Appoint a bipartisan Commission to
conduct a public consultation on the
establishment of the Commonwealth
Republic of The Bahamas with a Bahamian
Executive President and a mixed member
system of proportional representation in
order to strengthen separation of powers
between the Executive and Legislative
Branches, enhance the ability of the House
of Assembly to check executive authority
and action, improve gender balance and
the representation of various sectors of
civil society in Parliament and incorporate
talented and expert citizens from civil
society into the governance process.

b) Impose a Two-Term Limit on the Office of
Prime Minister.

c) Reduce the size of Cabinet, with a
maximum of 16 portfolios.

d) Establish Cabinet Committees, conduct
Cabinet Retreats and hold Cabinet
Meetings each quarter in one of the Family
Islands in order to increase efficiency,
monitor progress towards policy objectives
and bring governance closer to Family
Island communities.

e) Establish a Permanent and Independent
Boundaries Commission.

f) Establish an independent Office of Public
Prosecution.

I. governance

After 40 plus years as an independent nation, it is clear that our system of 
representative democracy needs change in order to limit the powers of The 
Office of the Prime Minister; arrest the abuse of state resources in the reward 
or punishment of political allies and adversaries; and stop the abuse of the 
public service as an employment agency for incumbent political parties.  
To produce transparent, efficient, accountable and limited government, I 
propose the following reforms: 
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(i) Increase the independence of the Judicial Branch of
Government:

(ii) By removing the power of the Prime Minister to recommend
the appointment of Chief Justice and Justices of Appeal
and vest power of all judicial appointments in the Judicial
& Legal Service Commission, whose independence and
security of tenure are secured by the Constitution, after
consultation with the Bahamas Bar Association.

(iii) By removing control of the Public Service Commission
over staff of the Judiciary and of the Ministry of Finance
over spending by the Judiciary of the legislatively approved
budget and vest management of staff, superintendence of
buildings and control over budget in the Office of Chief
Justice and.

(iv) Construct a Judicial Complex for the Office of Chief Justice,
Supreme Court and Court of Appeal.

(v) Strengthen Parliament, the Legislative Branch, to better
perform representative democratic functions as a check on
the Executive Branch.

(vi) By increasing the authority of the Speaker to determine
parliamentary agenda.

(vii) appoint Parliamentary Draftspersons accountable to
Speaker.

(viii) construct a customized Parliament Building to facilitate
parliamentary functions, public access, transparency and
accountability of Parliament.

(ix) institute public review, consultation on and public disclosure
of all Treaties and International Agreements before
ratification by the Government to ensure transparency on
all international obligations undertaken by the Bahamian
State.

(x) regulate Political Parties and institute a system of Campaign
Finance Reform.

(xi) expand Local Government to New Providence and
empower Local Government to raise revenue, engage in
economic promotion and give it constitutional recognition
to create more participatory governance and community
based leadership.

(xii) include the right to vote and freedom of the press as
fundamental rights under the Constitution.

�� The Bahamas Commission on Crime, chaired by former Chief Justice, Sir Burton Hall,
reported in 1998 that “We are convinced that Bahamian society is more threatened
by a pervasive culture of dishonesty, greed and a casual disregard for social norms
and formal regulation than it is by crimes in the narrow sense previously described.”
Every Commission of Enquiry since 1967 has documented a culture of corruption in the
governance process of The Bahamas.  To restore public trust in public administration,
demonstrate resolve against crime and ensure that the public resources of The Bahamas
are used for public benefit rather than unlawful personal gain, I propose that the
following changes be instituted:

Anti-Corruption and 
Transparency in Government

“We are convinced 

that Bahamian 

society is more 

threatened by a 

pervasive culture of 

dishonesty, greed and 

a casual disregard 

for social norms and 

formal regulation 

than it is by crimes 

in the narrow sense 

previously described.”

Chief Justice, Sir Burton Hall
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�� Establish an independent Integrity
Commission to investigate alleged acts
of misconduct and corruption by public
officials.

�� Passage of an effective and
comprehensive Freedom of Information
Act.

�� Institute mandatory public disclosure
of all Heads of Agreements, contracts
and grants of concessions to foreign
investors before ratification by the
Government to ensure transparency
and accountability for public resources.

�� Passage of Political Activities Act to
regulate political parties and political
campaign contributions.

�� Establish Office of Contractor General
to monitor and investigate the award
and termination of Government
contracts, licenses and permits to
ensure competition, efficiency, equity,
integrity, fairness, transparency and
accountability in public procurement
and to give priority to Bahamian
companies and expertise.

�� Establish the independence of the
Director of Public Prosecutions and

remove the office from supervision of 
Attorney General.

�� Resource fully the Office of Auditor
General.

�� Cabinet must be reduced to avoid the
abuse of the Westminster system and
to preserve the independence of the
legislative branch.

�� A Sears Cabinet will not be larger
than 16 portfolios, with the Office
of Prime Minister being tasked with
overall coordination, Economic Growth
Strategy, Local Government and
Community Empowerment, Devolution
of Public Power and Economic Planning.

�� Moving toward less government
intervention in the economy and toward a
free market system secured by targeted
government regulation and controls.

�� Modernization of government systems
and strengthening of e-platforms.

�� Privatization of government owned
institutions through IPOs to Bahamian
investors.

Reducing the 
size of government
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II. ECONOMIC EXPANSION AND DIVERSIFICATION

The current economic model of 
The Bahamas is unsustainable.  
The following figures demonstrate 
that The Bahamas is on a path of 
low growth, increasing deficits, 
declining public revenue and 
unsustainable and growing debt 
burden:
�� The Bahamas has an annual Gross

National Product of $8.5 billion. 
�� Our national debt is $6.8 billion,

exclusive of a pension liability of $2.2
billion.

�� The projected national deficit in 2016-
17 is $200 million.

�� The projected growth rate for 2016-17 is
less than 2% of GDP, which is insufficient
to meet our national employment needs
and generate adequate economic
growth.  Thus, The Bahamas is exposed
to possible downgrades and growing
dependency on foreign investment
and multilateral organizations. The

projected public revenue for 2016-
2017 is merely $2.2 billion, from 
which $500 million will be paid in debt 
servicing; $700 million will be paid in 
public salaries and emoluments; and 
the balance will be paid out to cover 
pensions and gratuities, subventions to 
public corporations, rents, utilities and 
contractual payments, leaving no public 
revenue to fund the capital development 
in The Bahamas.  The Bahamas will 
have to depend on borrowed money 
to fund its entire capital needs, such 
as maintaining the public infrastructure 
and recapitalizing BEC. 

Under my leadership, we will better 
manage public expenditure and implement 
an aggressive growth and diversification 
strategy, focused primarily on incentivizing 
Bahamian entrepreneurs and creating 
jobs for Bahamians.  I will transform the 
Bahamian economic model by pursuing the 
following initiatives:

Tourism
Our goal is to increase stopover and 

cruise tourist arrivals and generate 
greater economic benefits to Bahamian 
entrepreneurs and create more well-paying 
jobs for Bahamian workers.

Bahamas Hotel and 
Motel Ownership
�� Restructure investment concessions

to produce Bahamian owned boutique
hotels, private home/condo vacation
rentals, within the next five years, for
visitors such as the millennial travelers,
who want an authentic Bahamian
cultural experience.  The goal is to
significantly increase the number
of Bahamian hotel owners thereby,
increasing Bahamian ownership in
tourism sector, generate sustainable
jobs and stimulate population growth
outside of New Providence.

�� Create new tourism economic zones
for the development of themed resorts
and viable multi branded resort
villages, in partnership with Bahamian
entrepreneurs, on our Family Islands.
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�� Realign and restructure the public and
private sector organizations engaged
in marketing of Bahamas tourism
in order to improve The Bahamas’
competitiveness and achievement in
tourism.

�� Incentivize the establishment of
a Bahamian owned hotel brand
that would become a regional and
international brand of excellence

�� Facilitate conferences for Bahamian
Investors to network and partner
with international financiers, property
developers, hotel chains & operators
and travel agents.

�� Develop a Crown Land and venture
fund policy to incentivize Bahamian
owned hotel developments, craft
production and cultural industries.

�� Encourage BISX real estate investment
funds to support and finance local hotel
developments.

Expansion and 
Development of 
Tourism
�� Establish a Small Business Tourism

Incentives Act for Bahamian
entrepreneurs who would like to invest
in tours, retail, arts and crafts and
entertainment businesses in Tourism.
Such legislation will waive customs
duty for certain imported goods and
raw materials.

�� Establish a Crafts and Culture
Encouragements Act to incentivize
Bahamians to create and market
authentic Bahamian Products.

�� Promote Tourism Infrastructure Bonds
to invest in improvement to Non-
Hotel Tourism Assets including Forts,
Museums, improve Nature and Heritage
Sites and create entrepreneurial
opportunities for Bahamians.

�� Establish a Junkanoo Incentives
Act providing Crown Land and
tax exemptions  to incentivize the

creation of Junkanoo Cooperatives to 
produce year-round Junkanoo crafts, 
performance shows and world tours 
to generate a stream of revenue for 
Junkanoo artisans.

�� Work with businesses and
transportation stakeholders and
experts to create pedestrian zones in
Downtown Nassau to encourage and
create opportunities for Bahamian
themed cultural entertainment facilities,
cafes, restaurants and experiential
tourism businesses along the sidewalks
and boardwalks of the city.

�� Incentivize the relocation of non-retail
or tourism related businesses from
Downtown Nassau and facilitate the
use of Downtown rental units through
public private partnerships and
concessions for the creation of tourist
malls and attractions, thereby creating
low start-up cost opportunities for
Bahamian entrepreneurs and improving
the tourism product.

Establish a Crafts 
and Culture 

Encouragements 
Act to incentivize 

Bahamians to create 
and market authentic 
Bahamian Products. 
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Global Linkages
�� Create linkages with Wall Street and

other global firms that specialize in
hospitality finance to increase the
amount of Bahamian and foreign direct
investment in the tourism industry in
Bahamas.

�� Appoint Agents in key global markets
to promote The Bahamas as a viable
vacation destination to decrease
reliance on US markets.

Family Islands 
�� Focus on linking Family Island Hotels to

international travel sites and agencies.

�� Link Family Island airports to
international airports.

�� Improve Family Island airport and PPP
for airport development.

�� Promote Islands to Cities connections
such as Cat Island and Chicago, Abaco

to Atlanta and London to Long Island. 

�� Promote Bahamian heritage festivals
in Family Islands to attract foreign and
domestic tourists.

�� Promote Bahamas as a premier
fishing tournaments and sports fishing
destination.

�� Facilitate alliances between Family
Island hotels and international hotel
brands.

�� Promote investment in marinas to
attract yachting tourism.

Cruise Tourism
�� Promote benefits of Nassau and Freeport

as home ports for European cruise
lines, smaller US cruise lines and Latin/
South American cruise lines.

�� Create a cruise tourist to stop-over
conversion incentive program.

�� Create a Bahamas Cruise Route to
include Family Islands Ports including
Abaco, Cat Island, Exuma and
Eleuthera.

�� Incentivize Bahamian Investors to
invest in entertainment and cultural
experiences businesses throughout
The Bahamas.

�� Encourage the launch of an all-Bahamas
cruise experience for passengers to
visit many distinct Bahamian islands as
cruise ports.

Increase Investment 
in Non-Hotel Tourism 
Infrastructure  
Encourage Public/Private Partnerships for 
non-hotel infrastructure such as:  
�� National Heroes Park

�� Construct, through public/private
partnership, National Performance Arts
Theatre and cultural and performance
spaces throughout The Bahamas

Encourage Public 
Private Partnerships 

for non-hotel 
infrastructure
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�� Bahamas Themed Water Park

�� Historical Sites: Museums, Churches &
Plantations

�� Forts, Water Towers

�� Zoos
�� Nature Tourism: Bird Watching, Barrier

Reef Dives, Blue Hole Dives, Cliff Dives,
Cave Explorations

�� Sporting Events: Marathons, Beach
Volleyball, Sailing, Regatta & Yacht
Racing

Quality Service 
Improvement
�� Promote a public private partnership

to endow the University of The
Bahamas to become a global center of
excellence for teaching, research and
advisory services in hotel management,
hospitality, entertainment and tourism
studies.

�� Improve and Expand the Scope of The
Bahama Host Program.

�� Develop an internationally recognized
hotel certification.

�� Encourage emphasis on language skill
training in schools to attract international 
tourists and investors.

Small to Medium 
Enterprises (SME) 
growth and expansion
�� Establish, through Bahamian public/

private partnership, a publicly traded
National Commercial Bank whose
mandate will be to provide venture
capital for Small to Medium Bahamian
Enterprises in The Bahamas.

�� Increase Bahamian ownership and
entrepreneurship, through incentives
and public/private partnerships, in
all sectors of Bahamian economy for
sustainable national development.

�� Restructure the national incentives
system to also encourage Bahamian 
entrepreneurship, through exemptions 

from custom duties, real property tax, 
the provision of Crown Land and the 
promotion of joint ventures between 
Bahamian and foreign direct investors.

�� Enact the “Ova Da Hill Revitalization
Act” to provide incentives to and tax
exemptions to Bahamian families
to restore their traditional family
homesteads and attract businesses,
especially in the cultural endeavors to
inner city communities.

�� Create expanded opportunities for
SMEs to qualify for government
contracts under the supervision of the
office of the Contractor General.

�� Consolidate government processes to
facilitate the ease of doing business
for SMEs by creating a one-stop shop
for the set-up and maintenance of
Bahamian owned small businesses.

�� Ensure that there is an equitable tax
regime that promotes the growth and
sustainability of  SMEs.

Promote The Bahamas 
as a premier fishing 
tournaments and 

sports fishing 
destination 
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�� Properly resource the Department
of Cooperatives and review the
Cooperatives Act to promote the
establishment of cooperatives
particularly in our inner cities and Family
Islands to facilitate persons with various
talents working together to establish
successful businesses.

�� Change Exchange Controls and float
the Bahamian dollar, within sound
monetary parameters, to increase
investment opportunities and access to
financing outside of The Bahamas for
Bahamians.

�� Partner with the Bahamas International
Stock Exchange (BISX) to create 
the environment that encourages 
the establishment of a Junior Stock 
Exchange to provide an alternative 
source of financing for SMEs.

�� In conjunction with the University of
The Bahamas, establish an incubator
program for SMEs which allows for
innovation, technical support and
assistance to SMEs while minimizing
the overhead.

�� Build further capacity within the Venture
Capital Fund to provide further equity
financing to SMEs and create an
environment for venture capital funds to
exist and prosper in The Bahamas.

�� Restructure the Bahamas Development
Bank to transition from direct lending
to lending in partnership with the
private sector to provide funding in
specific growth industries including the
Agriculture, Renewable Energy, Culture,
Creative & Manufacturing sectors.

Financial Services
The Bahamas has lost much of its 
competitive advantage in financial services.  
Pressure from onshore financial centers, 
through their control of the OECD, has 
challenged the existence of offshore 
financial centers. As a well-regulated 
jurisdiction, The Bahamas must robustly 
defend its financial services sector, 
increase its competitiveness and lobby for 
the establishment of a global regulatory 
regime under an international convention 

supervised by the United Nations.

I believe that The Bahamian financial 
services industry, in the context of 
its regulatory rigor,  has the depth of 
experience, ingenuity to re-engineer our 
financial services model and develop new 
innovative products that will revitalize 
and grow our financial services sector as 
a centre of financial services excellence 
driven by the quality of our human capital 
and expertise.  In this regard, I propose the 
following:

�� A comprehensive review of the
Bahamian financial services model 
to explore the long term benefits of 
becoming a “Low Taxation” jurisdiction 
and entering into double taxation 
agreements with various countries.

�� Combine the regulatory bodies
supervising financial institutions in
The Bahamas into a single regulatory
agency.

�� Incentivize Bahamian ownership of
financial institutions in The Bahamas

Increase Bahamian ownership 
and entrepreneurship, through 
incentives and public/private 
partnerships, in all sectors 

of Bahamian economy 
for sustainable national 

development
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�� Revise immigration policy to protect
the Bahamian expertise and to facilitate
quick access to foreign expertise not
readily available, with the requirement
that for every work permit granted to
an international financial institution a
Bahamian is afforded the opportunity to
work at one of the financial institution’s
international offices to gain greater
exposure and experience where
practicable.

�� In partnership with local experts and
the financial services sector, undertake
a systematic review and revision of all
financial services legislation to improve
competitiveness and efficiency while
promoting industry best practices
and compliance with international
requirements.

�� In partnership with local experts and
the industry prioritize the development
of new financial services products and
supporting legislation.

�� Establish introductory financial service
courses in primary and high schools.

�� Provide the resources, marketing, legal
and administrative framework to fully
develop and promote the Bahamas as
a centre of international arbitration.

�� Introduce flexi-time in the financial
services sector, including the hours
of the Companies Registry, to allow
24 hours operation to improve global
competitiveness.

�� Facilitate, incentivize and subsidize
the education, training and continued
training of Bahamian financial services
professionals.

�� Engage the School of Business of
the University of The Bahamas to
undertake an analysis of the Listing of
The Bahamas as a Non-Cooperative
Jurisdiction by the FATF in 2000, the

response of The Bahamas and make 
recommendations for the future of the 
financial services sector.

�� Convene a global forum to lobby for an
international convention dealing with
anti-money laundering.

Diversification and 
Economic Growth
�� Diversify the economy by expanding

the size and increasing the contribution
of the Agriculture, Maritime, Marine,
Technology and Cultural Sectors by
10% each over the next 10 years.

�� Improve the tourism product in
The Bahamas, through structured
implementation of public/private
partnership promotion, of conventions,
medical, heritage, entertainment,
sports and cultural tourism, with an
emphasis on boutique and bed and
breakfast Bahamian owned hotels.

Fiscal Responsibility 
– National debt &
deficit reduction
To put The Bahamas on a sustainable 
development path, I propose the following 
measures to ensure greater accountability, 
reporting obligations, monitoring of public 
expenditure and ongoing financial training 
of public officers:

�� Mandate that all Permanent
Secretaries, as principal accounting
officers, to prepare monthly financial
statements to provide to and discuss
with the relevant Minister to ensure that
the Ministry is operating within budget
at all times.

�� Require Family Island Administrators
to prepare monthly financial reports to
be reviewed by and discussed with the
Permanent Secretary.

�� Properly resource the Office of Auditor
General to enable timely auditing of
ministries and public agencies.

�� Increase the capacity of the Ministry of
Finance to improve economic planning,
monitor and supervise expenditure in
the public sector.

�� Implement continuous training in
financial administration for Ministers,
Permanent Secretaries and public
officers.

�� Structured privatization of select public
corporations, through Initial Public
Offering (IPO) to Bahamian investors.

�� Appoint a dedicated Minister of
Finance.

�� Enact the Fiscal Responsibility Bill,
after public consultation, to responsibly
contain government spending.

�� Earmark funds from the consolidated
fund for debt servicing purposes with a
view to reducing the national debt.

Enact the Fiscal 

Responsibility 

Bill, after public 

consultation, 

to responsibly 

contain 

government 

spending.
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Bahamas Enterprise 
Authority (TECHNOLOGY 
& INNOVATION)
Bahamas Enterprise Authority will 
establish special economic zones 
to attract local and international 
entrepreneurs to create new startups in an 
offshore economy with low or no taxes. 
Each zone will have incentives tailored 
to the industries associated with them. 
Venture capital companies will play an 
important part in funding new startups. 
Special zones will be created for the 
following industries.
�� Innovation Park (IT, Cloud, Data center

and Innovation):
�� Who is it for: Software development,

Application hosting, Cloud service
providers, Data center providers, Voice
solutions, Big data, Computer systems
consulting, and Tech startups.

�� Incentives: Intellectual Property and
data protection, multiple international
flights around the world, payment
gateways, fast track business
setup, no capital gains tax, robust IT
infrastructure and Tier 3 data centers.

�� Islands ready now: New Providence,
Grand Bahama, Abaco, Andros

Maritime Park
�� Who is it for: Offshore yacht registration,

Yacht maintenance and management 
services, and shipping registry.

�� Incentives: Proximity to US and
South American shipping lanes, no
income tax, IP protection, reputation
of Bahamian flag, fast track business
setup

�� Islands ready now: New Providence,
Grand Bahama, Abaco, Chub Cay.

Science and 
Technology Park
�� Who is it for: Renewable Energy

research, Pharmaceuticals, Biotech,
Environmental and marine research.

�� Incentives: Intellectual Property and
data protection, multiple international
flights around the world, payment
gateways, fast track business setup,
no capital gains tax, no corporate tax
robust IT infrastructure, and Tier 3 data
centers.

�� Islands ready now: All

Media Park
�� Who is it for: Online and digital media,

online publishing, filming, script
writing, music production, editing, post
production, animation

�� Incentives: Intellectual Property and
data protection, Bahamas Film Festival,
multiple international flights around the
world, payment gateways, fast track

business setup, no capital gains tax, no 
corporate tax robust IT infrastructure, 
and Tier 3 data centers.

�� Islands ready now: New Providence,
Grand Bahama, Abaco, and Eleuthera.

Digital – E Government
Facilitate online application and payments 
of all Licenses, Permits, Passports, and 
Certificates. 
�� Facilitate the payment of all Traffic

Tickets, Customs Duties, Business
License Fees and Taxes through
online banking with the generation of
electronic receipts.

�� Incorporate Data Mining and Analytics
and Statics for a Smarter Government.

�� Creation of Databases and Wi-Fi Hot
Spots for the development of  Smart
Islands within The Bahamas that will
include E-Healthcare, Policing and
Social Services.

Tech Education
�� Creation of the Department of

Technology at University of Bahamas.
�� Add Coding and Technology

Development to the primary and high
school curriculum.  Creation of Cyber
Cadets to create a hub of primary and
high school students with exceptional
tech talent.

�� Create a lifelong learning system that is

iII. TECHNOLOGY & INNOVATION (ICT)

In the context of the global revolution in information 
technology, I will position The Bahamas as a centre 
of excellence for technology and innovation.  The 
aim will be for The Bahamian technology and 
innovation hub to contribute 10% to GDP over 
a ten-year period.  To achieve this objective, I 
propose the following initiatives:
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better tailored to 21st-century jobs.
�� Recruitment of global tech teaching talent to

prepare a new generation of Bahamians for
opportunities in the ICT sector.

�� Expand the Use of Smart Boards and Tablets
in high school education.

Public/Private Partnership 
for the creation of an 
e-market for Bahamian agriculture and
fisheries to link Family Island Fishermen and 
farmers to buyers in major cities including London, 
Paris, Beijing, Tokyo, New York and  Chicago. 
�� Facilitate public/private partnerships with

Global Tech Companies such as Google,
Microsoft, Facebook, Oracle, IBM and Apple
in a variety of areas including e-government,
education and economic diversification.

�� Creation of school or island adoption program
for global tech giants.

�� Public/Private Partnerships for the creation
of a Research and Testing hub on the Family
Islands.

�� Co-Investment in science and technology
research and development, as well as in
technology transfer to Bahamians.

Creation of The Bahamas 
Information Systems 
Authority (BISA) This authority
will help private and public sector organizations to 
maintain the security of their information systems.  
BISA will have the authority to promote cyber 
security and be mandated to introduce legislation 
to protect Bahamians against cyber-crimes. 

Wi-Fi City of Nassau to enable  the 
creation of a Nassau Digital Economy focusing on 
tourists, consisting of digital mapping companies, 
digital advertising, digital games, historical 
and culture information apps and advertising 
opportunities for Family Islands. 

Creation of innovation 
clusters and Centers backed by 
a combination of Government and Private Venture 
Capital to support Bahamian entrepreneurs. 

Transportation is one of the most 
important needs for our citizens.  
It provides for the movement of 
people, goods and services from 
one location to another. As an 
archipelagic country, safe, reliable, 
affordable, technologically 
advanced and environmentally 
friendly means of transportation 
is essential to our economic and 
social prosperity and development. 
A key step in this effort is to make 
strategic investments to build an 
efficient clean and comprehensive, 
efficient and sustainable 
transportation system.   
To achieve this, I propose the 
following:
�� Create a National Transit

Authority to regularize and
standardize all transportation
services and infrastructure,
public and private. The
involvement of representatives
from the Road Traffic
Department, Bahamas Port
Authority, Civil Aviation and
the Ministry of Works, in
consultation with private
operators, will ensure that the
best possible standards are
implemented and sustained.

�� Utilize modern technology to
assist in better management of
traffic lights, along with CCTV
cameras, to regulate traffic
flow during peak driving times.

�� Provide tax concessions and
other incentives to encourage

transportation dealers and the 
general public to import smart 
and energy efficient modes of 
transportation.  Along with this, 
we will ensure that an affordable 
tax structure is levied on all 
smart and energy efficient 
modes of transportation, parts 
for maintenance, infrastructure 
and other required materials 
needed.

�� Develop, in conjunction with
BTVI, mechanic courses/
certifications to train and
retrain Bahamians to operate
and repair any of the modes
of transportation used in The
Bahamas, particularly energy
efficient, smart technologies.

�� Promote a public/private
partnership involving a 
collaboration of public bus 
operators and the government 
to create an organized, 
affordable, safe and reliable 
Public Transportation System 
ensuring orderly and secure 
mobility of persons throughout 
The Bahamas.

�� Create incentives to increase
use of safe non-motorized
forms of transport.

�� Carry out technological and
infrastructural upgrades to all
major port docking facilities
in The Bahamas to ensure that
they are able to accommodate
and facilitate increased
transportation by sea.

iV. PUBLIC 
TRANSPORtaTION 
REFORM
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a) Improve national competitiveness, 21st
century competencies, conflict resolution
and socialization skills of Bahamian
students in primary and secondary
schools by extending the school day,
strengthening pre-school and primary
schools, developing a Bahamian and
Caribbean focused national curriculum
(with emphasis on environmental
stewardship) and ensuring proficiency in
at least two languages including Mandarin
and Portuguese.
In particular, it is essential that the school
day be extended past 3:00 p.m. in order
to a) enrich the curriculum to realize the
aforementioned competencies and social
skills and b) accommodate the majority of
the households in The Bahamas headed
by single parents, often the mothers,
who are working, and therefore, there is
often no responsible adult in the house to
receive students after school.
To improve student performance, there
needs to be better monetary reward
for excellence in teaching, writing of

indigenous teaching materials, school 
management and education research.

b) Provide free tertiary education, both
technical, professional and academic,
for all Bahamian citizens, who meet
certain admissions requirements, in order
to increase national competitiveness,
improve social stability and to create a
more enlightened, prepared and fulfilled
citizenry.

c) Provide evening remedial, skills training
and technical classes for adults, utilizing
the churches and senior high school
technical facilities, particularly in inner city
communities in New Providence and in the
Family Islands.

d) Adequately endow the University of
The Bahamas, through public/private
partnerships, to foster excellence in
teaching, research and advisory services
in areas such as hospitality, Small Island
Sustainability, financial services, cultural
studies, entrepreneurship and innovation.

V. SOCIAL REFORM

Education
As the former Minister of 
Education, Science and 
Technology, I have an 
appreciation for the role of 
the government in ensuring 
that the literacy rate increases 
and that our future leaders 
are provided with access to 
the highest level of education. 
I also note the causal link 
between education and other 
crucial national indicators, 
such as economic mobility, 
health, crime and economic 
diversification. As such, I 
propose the following:
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e) Establish a Sports Academy, based on
public/private partnership, to identify,
harness, develop and fine-tune elite
athletes, with the support of coaches,
medical doctors, physiotherapists,
masseuses, chefs, security personnel,
publicists and lawyers.

f) Establish a tertiary school for the
performing, recording and visual arts,
under the University of The Bahamas,
for the world-class training of Bahamian
artists, musicians, performers and art
teachers; and to facilitate the study and
the preservation of Bahamian arts and
culture.

Crime & Law
Enforcement
It is my profound belief that crime must 
be redressed from the root causes which 
include poverty, lack of opportunity, poor 
education and ineffective parenting.  As 
a small island state facing transnational 
crime, environmental degradation, natural 
disasters and external threats to economic 
survival make The Bahamas susceptible 
to non-military threats that pose a serious 
risk to our long-term stability, security 
and productivity.  Security and justice 

concerns have a direct correlation to the 
productivity and economic success of 
The Bahamas.  My policy proposals on 
the economy, youth development, social 
programs and education will have an 
indirect but significant impact on crime 
and contribute to a permanent solution 
to crime. However, it is recognized that a 
core focus must be placed on policies that 
are specific to crime prevention, detection, 
prosecution, punishment and strengthening 
the implied contract among the state, the 
security forces and citizens. Consequently, 
I propose the following:

g) Enhanced training and resources for the
Royal Bahamas Police Force to shift the
focus of policing from intimidation and
control to the use of intelligence-based
methods, including forensic investigation
and civil cooperation.

h) Expand nation-building roles of the Royal
Bahamas Defence Force to aid civil
authorities and focus on protecting natural
and marine resources.

i) Better use of information technology
communications command and control
systems to equip police mobile patrols for
enhanced effectiveness.

j) Transfer the authority and management of
Urban Renewal from Central Government
to Local Government and community
leaders with the view to significantly
reducing the level of national political
involvement.

k) Establish a Community Police Consultative
Committee, using community crime
watch teams in each area, to assist the
Royal Bahamas Police Force, deepen the
partnership between the community and
the police and provide the community with
an avenue through which to address their
safety concerns on a consistent basis.

l) Establish a partnership among the
Department of Corrections and BTVI and
the Bahamas Baptist Community College
to afford inmates the opportunity to
rehabilitate by continuing their education
while incarcerated and obtain technical
certification or Associate’s Degree.

m) Stop the institutionalization of children
and establish alternative systems of family
care, foster care and community based
care for at risk children to safeguard their
well-being and future development.

n) Engage in active discussions to relocate
Short and Medium Correctional Facilities
out of New Providence to a Cay, such as

...a core focus must 
be placed on policies 

that are specific to 
crime prevention, 

detection, prosecution, 
punishment and 
strengthening...
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Our platform for reform 
in the healthcare 
system is built on 

honesty, transparency 
and accountability by 

the government and all 
stakeholders. 

Green Cay, with natural sea barriers and 
in close proximity to Andros and New 
Providence, where persons incarcerated 
can raise livestock, engage in light 
manufacturing and craft-making in an 
effort to humanely accommodate inmates 
who will benefit from more diverse 
rehabilitative programs.

o) Establish a National Forensic Laboratory
in The Bahamas, in partnership with the
University of The Bahamas, to provide
timely forensic investigations, tests and
reports to improve the scientific detection,
investigation and prosecution of crime in
The Bahamas.

Poverty Alleviation
Based on  2014 statistics over 40,000 
Bahamians live in poverty and the 
incidences of poverty are increasing. This 
ought to be a matter of great concern for 
all Bahamians.  I am committed to fighting 
poverty and propose the following:

�� Establish an interdisciplinary agency,
led by the Department of Social
Services, to identify those living in
poverty and to provide a road map to
help these persons overcome such

challenges, through the provision 
of educational employment and 
counseling opportunities.  The agency 
will be tasked with working with families 
over an extended period of time.

�� Elimination of outdoor toilets, over a
two-year period, through public/private
partnerships.

�� Provide, through public/private
partnerships, community housing
projects, at regulated rent, for families
on public assistance.

�� Establish a partnership with church and
civic and organizations to adopt and 
mentor families in poverty,

Healthcare Reform
I fully support the concept of National 
Health Insurance and will provide the 
expertise and resources required to ensure 
that it is effectively implemented. To this 
extent, I propose the following: 

�� A basic health insurance package be
designed and priced in collaboration 
with stakeholders using the requisite 
experts. There will be no exclusions 
or pre-existing condition limitations for 

the basic package and all insurers will 
be mandated to sell the package with 
an established price ceiling to ensure 
affordability. 

�� The loss ratios of insurance providers
will be regulated to contain costs and
ensure the sustainability of the program.
The wide support for National Health
Insurance by all stakeholders will enable
the government to negotiate reduced
rates with healthcare professionals for
the basic package.

�� Public Private Partnerships in the
delivery of universal healthcare will 
include effective operational and 
governance policies, extending to part 
or full privatization of public clinics 
and/or management of public facilities 
by the private sector. 

In addition to National Health Insurance, 
a Sears administration will also seek to 
accomplish the following:

�� The promotion of accountability and
transparency in key agencies such as 
the Public Hospitals Authority which will 
be achieved with the maintenance of 
strong internal controls, external audit 
and internal audit function within these 



16

alfred sears - a vision for our revolution 

entities. The goal is to establish the 
healthcare sector as a model for good 
governance, operational efficiency and 
unparalleled customer service. 

�� Placing greater emphasis on research
into key ailments/chronic illness that
plague our society (e.g. chronic non-
communicable diseases).

�� Fully computerizing the Healthcare
sector which extends to all islands of
The Bahamas. This will allow medical
practitioners throughout the country to
access digitized patient medical files.

�� Promote a national campaign of
wellness, including the requirement,
in partnership with the Ministry of
Education, that School Lunch Vendors
offer balanced and nutritious meals in
all public schools.

Immigration Policy 
Reform
Reform is one of the most pressing public 
policy, political, social and moral issues 
facing The Bahamas. It is a complex 

question that requires significant research 
and analysis and the political and moral 
resolve to action.

Our vision for a revolution will address 
these complex issues by implementing the 
following immigration policy:

�� Timely registration for citizenship of
those persons born in The Bahamas
neither of whose parents are Bahamian
citizens, pursuant to Article 7 of the
Constitution.

�� Extend an amnesty period to
undocumented immigrants who
establish a genuine link to The Bahamas,
have been residing and working in The
Bahamas up to a pre-determined date.

�� Regularization and integration of
undocumented immigrants who
have been residing and working in
The Bahamas for 15 years or more.
Regularization may take the form of a
work permit, permanent residency or
the grant of citizenship, in accordance
with the Immigration Act and the
Constitution. Grants of both citizenship

and permanent residency will be subject 
to the requirement of attending and 
completing civic classes on matters 
concerning Bahamian culture, history 
and laws.

�� Regularization may also take the form of
work permits, based upon labor and/or
economic needs in The Bahamas.  Work
permits may be granted to individuals
falling outside of the amnesty period.

�� Strengthening of the nation’s border,
as a matter of national security, will be
given priority which includes but is not
limited to the provision of ship fleets
and the establishment of bases on key
islands (particularly in the south) and
key countries (i.e. Haiti).

�� Repatriation of illegal immigrants
and prosecution of employers and 
Bahamian citizens who harbor and 
employ undocumented immigrants in 
contravention of the law.

�� Sponsor public education campaign to
combat prejudices against immigrants
and build appreciation for the
contribution that immigrants have made
to Bahamian national development.

National Insurance 
Reform
�� Diversify portfolio of the $1.6 billion

assets of National Insurance Board by
reducing by 50% its concentration in
Government projects and institute more
independent governance and investing
structure to improve its sustainability.

�� Enact Pension Act to regulate
pension funds within The Bahamas to
provide more security, protection and
transparency in the management of the
retirement/social savings of Bahamians.
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vi. ENERGY & ENVIRONMENTAL REFORM

Renewable Energy
�� Reduce the over-dependence on fossil

fuels by examining and promoting
renewable energy sources, such as,
solar, wind and hydro-electricity.

�� Create a comprehensive legislative
and regulatory framework that
promotes energy efficiency and
conservation with the use of
renewable energy.

�� Remove the barriers that exist in
legislation to allow co-generation and
renewable electricity to the national
grid by private sectors and citizens.

�� Promote and encourage net-metering,
that is, a billing system which credits
solar system users for the electricity
they send to the grid.

�� Modernize the country’s energy
infrastructure by updating building
codes to encourage the construction
of energy efficient buildings starting
with the public sector as the leader.

�� Provide educational training and
informational programs that teach

the benefit and importance of energy 
efficiency and conservation to 
persons of all social backgrounds.

�� Use of renewable energy and energy
efficient lighting for street lights to
reduce the demand on fossil fuels,
by replacing existing light bulbs with
more energy efficient ones. In the
long term, transition all street lights
to stand alone photovoltaic (PV)
powered lights.

�� Collaborate with financial institutions
to encourage the processing of small
loan facilities for renewable energy
sources and renewable energy small
business owners.

�� Encourage the College of The
Bahamas to institute and develop
research programs for the application
and implementation of cleaner energy
technologies.

�� Establish exemption of duty and other
taxes on energy saving appliances as
a way to promote the transition to
renewable energy

The Bahamas, like many other 
countries, depend wholly on non-
renewable sources to create energy 
and provide electricity for everyday 
life. However, studies show that 
over the next 30 years many of 
these traditional non-renewable 
energy sources may be depleted.  
As a result, the international 
community, through various pilot 
projects and educational programs, 
encourage and promote sustainable 
development of renewable energy 
sources. 
To that end, the following policies 
have taken all of the governmental 
and international concerns into 
consideration and aim to promote 
The Bahamas’ transition to cleaner 
energy technologies and sustainable 
development. 
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Waste Management
�� Promote waste recovery by the 3r’s,

that is, reduce, reuse and recycle.

�� Develop a National Waste Management
Plan that implements a recycling
system throughout The Bahamas.

�� Encourage research, training and
educational programs into the guiding
principles of the waste recycle
management programs.

�� Restrict, by way of disincentives,
the abandonment, dumping or
uncontrolled disposal of bulking waste,
stoves, derelict vehicles, tires and other
appliances.

�� Introduce legislation to require all
businesses and residents to recycle
and to develop a curb side system
for  separating various recyclable and
reusable materials; ensure that the
designs of the curb-side systems are
tamper proof.

�� Provide incentives, such as, tax breaks
on equipment and other subsidies
to local small businesses to promote
refurbishment of eco-friendly products.

�� Establish a Waste Recycling Authority
to assist in the coordination and
administration of the recycling system.

�� Implement provisions under legislation
and regulations to govern waste
recycling and waste-to-energy
systems.

�� Promote on a long term basis the
development of waste-to-energy plants
for the development of renewable
energy.

�� Re-locate the landfill and amend the
zoning laws to prohibit any commercial
or residential buildings from being
constructed nearby the existing landfill.

Liberalization of 
BEC/BPL
�� Transition from a vertically integrated

national monopoly to a competitive
based wholesale and retail market.

�� Promote and encourage local and
foreign financing of energy sector
projects.

�� Implement a transition to replace old

and inefficient power plants with more 
cost and fuel efficient plants.

�� Promote a pay-as-you-go energy
system, where consumers are allowed
to top-up energy plans as needed
encouraging energy conservation and
cost reduction.

�� Strengthen a legislative and regulatory
framework to remove entry and exit
barriers to encourage competitors in
the energy sector.

�� Establish a Ministry of Energy to focus
entirely on the management of the
sector and licensing.

�� Establish Independent Regulatory
bodies that would set benchmarks,
requiring generation companies to
sell a specified amount of energy at
specified prices.

�� Develop contingency plans to decrease
the risk of service disruptions to critical
utilities in the event of emergency or
disastrous situations.

�� Ensure that the Independent regulator
and government agencies responsible

Require the proper 
management of Clifton 

Pier and institute 
projects that will 

eliminate the issues of 
pollution.
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carry out market research to secure the 
best market costs for consumers.

�� Institute bi-annual inspections to
promote transparency and avoid
incidents of illegal operations.

�� Diversify the energy sources to
transition power plants from creating
electricity from fossil fuel mix and using
the alternative, which is, natural gas.

�� Require the proper management of
Clifton Pier and institute projects that
will eliminate pollution.

Natural Resources
�� Promote sustainable development

through the efficient use of natural
resources by ensuring, government
revenue deposited into the sovereign
wealth fund is used to the development
of the Bahamian economy.

�� Support the development and
exploration of natural resources to
create another revenue stream for the
economy.

�� Develop a Ministry of Energy in an
effort to separate powers, that is, if

the Ministry of Environment grants 
exploration licenses to explore natural 
resources, then the Ministry of Energy 
would be responsible for the regulation 
and management of compliance to the 
licenses.

�� Update the legislative and regulatory
framework to ensure proper
transparency and freedom of
information is provided to the public.

�� Revise the tax and fee structures
for the issuance of permits, licenses
and contracts for the exploration
of petroleum, aragonite, and other
resources to implement profit sharing,
royalty payments and relevant taxation
for the government to collect large
amounts of revenue;  These areas are
considerably undertaxed.

�� Institute training and educational
programs for further development of
civil servants and other private sector
persons with an interest in natural
resources and the environment.

�� Implement requirements for 
Environmental Impact Assessment 
to be prepared prior to the granting 

of licenses to assist decision-making 
prior to granting licenses.

�� Ensure funding from taxation of natural
resources is used to develop the
renewable energy sector, for example,
by exporting fossil fuels (if discovered)
the Government can use finances to
invest in clean energy technologies.

�� Implement the polluter-pays-
principle to ensure full protection of
the environment during exploration,
development and production phases,
in the event of any disasters, the
investor would be fully responsible for
damages.

�� Encourage competition in the natural
resources sector to avoid any one
investor having a monopoly.

�� Promote the efficient and effective
regulation of the industry; in doing
this, the Government will ensure that
independent regulators exist to review
and manage drilling plans, financial
reports and liability insurance.

Relocation of the landfill 
and amendment of the 
zoning laws to prohibit 

any commercial or 
residential buildings from 
being constructed nearby 

the existing landfill
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�� Grant Crown Land to A & B Category Junkanoo Groups, with
Cooperative Structured Shacks, with access to funding, marketing
and entrepreneurial support from BAIC, the Bahamas Development
Bank and private investors, to produce year-round Junkanoo crafts
and performance routines for local and international consumption, as
import substitution for the $200 million foreign crafts imported annually
into The Bahamas.

�� Fund and promote, in public/private partnership, the Junkanoo Festival,
as a premiere Bahamian cultural festival to attract tourists to The
Bahamas.

�� Establish a tertiary School of Visual, Performing and Recording Arts in
a public/private partnership, to provide the highest quality of education,
research and training to produce world-class artists, cultural educators
and entrepreneurs to grow the cultural industries in The Bahamas.

�� Establish the Bahamian National Heritage Trust, in a public/private
partnership, to inspire a sense of national identity and pride, through
the preservation, promotion and development of the material and
intangible cultural heritage resources of the Bahamian people, such as
monuments and protected national heritage.

�� Establish a National Museum, in a public/private partnership, to preserve
and showcase the archeological, cultural artifacts of Bahamian people
and society.

�� The cultural/creative industries provide a significant means for inclusive
and sustainable national development.  Investment, through public/
private partnerships, in Bahamian innovation, cultural goods and
services, intellectual property and cultural heritage sites will deepen
Bahamian identity, improve the tourism product, establish The Bahamas

The creative imagination and intellect of the Bahamian 
people have major potential to impact national 
development, economic growth, employment generation 
and personal fulfillment.  The cultural industries will be 
developed with an aim of contributing at least 10% of 
the Gross Domestic Product, within the next 10 years, by 
introduction of the following policies:

Vii. CULTURAL INDUSTRIES 
    & CULTURAL dEVELOPMENT
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as a premiere cultural destination and 
expand entrepreneurial opportunities 
for Bahamians.  I propose that we:

�� Grow cultural industries to constitute at
least 10% of the Bahamian GDP within
10 years.

�� Establish Junkanoo Cooperative
Studios and Craft Cooperatives,
as public/private partnerships with
incentives, for year round production
of indigenous crafts and cultural
performances for Bahamian and tourist

markets and to generate streams of 
revenue for Bahamian artists, craft-
persons, performers and cultural 
entrepreneurs.

�� Require display and performance spaces
for Bahamian visual and performance
arts by all resort enterprises receiving
incentives from the Government in order
to promote Bahamian cultural identity
and improve cultural and heritage
tourism in The Bahamas.

�� Draft an inventory of Bahamian cultural

assets, e.g. Heritage sites, buildings, 
environmental blue holes), arts 
institutions like National Dance School, 
Literary – Bahamian writers, residential 
sites of outstanding Bahamian 
personalities such as suffragists, artists, 
constitutional founders, Majority Rule 
leaders and non-Bahamian personalities 
who lived and worked in The Bahamas 
such as Martin Luther King, Hemingway, 
Steinbeck and the like.

Establish a National Youth 
Service Program, managed by 
public/private partnerships, to 
provide civic and skill training for 
community service by Bahamian 
high school graduates to qualify, 
after completion, for scholarships 
for tuition education, internships 
and entrepreneurial support.

�� Establish a National Innovation
Centre, in public/private partnership,
to promote creativity, innovation and
entrepreneurship; to provide access to
investors, mentors and labs; to provide
incubation facilities for new enterprises in
order to translate ideas of Bahamians into
commercial products and enterprises.

�� Encourage and support, through public
private partnerships, all young persons
in The Bahamas to belong to a youth
organization, such as The Boys Brigade,
The Girl Guides, The Boy Scouts or
a church, community  or civic youth
organization.

�� Provide Sexual Health Education in
schools, public announcements, media,
church and civic organizations.

�� Establish, through a partnership among
the Government, Churches and civic
organizations, community based
restorative justice centers to victims a
greater voice and divert many alleged
offenders away from the criminal court
and prison system.

�� Develop a national big-brother/ big–sister
program to foster the mentorship of at
risk youth and provide exposure to the
work place and opportunities.

VIII. YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
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As we seek to diversify our economy in an effort to expand 
effectively our country’s revenue base, it is imperative that 
specific focus be placed on the ongoing development of 
both Grand Bahama and the Family Islands. With this 
consideration, I propose the following:

Grand Bahama
a) Review and determine the licensing functions of the Grand Bahama

Port Authority, the intended trust obligations under the Hawksbill Creek
Agreements for the benefit of licensees of the Port and Commonwealth
of The Bahamas and the status of the 7-1/2% equity ownership of the
Bahamian Government in the Grand Bahama Port Authority.

b) Reconstruct the West End Docking Facility to facilitate seafood
entrepreneurs from the community of West End.

c) Establish a Sweeting’s Cay Docking Facility for the purpose of encouraging
entrepreneurship by providing proper ferry services (and other essential
services) to the settlement of Sweeting’s Cay.

d) Pursue actively a Public Private Partnership effort for the road maintenance
and solar lighting of the roadway from The College of The Bahamas
(Northern Campus) to all settlements throughout East Grand Bahama.

e) Increase the investment in the Northern Campus of the College of The
Bahamas to facilitate multiple degree programs that can be completed at
the campus.

f) Commence a Government Housing Project in East Grand Bahama to
provide residents with access to affordable homes.

g) Review the Business License agreement between the government and
the Grand Bahama Port Authority with the view to return the sovereign
power of issuing business licenses back to the Grand Bahamian citizens.

h) Establish a Grand Bahama Logistics Center with the view to marketing

IX. GRAND BAHAMA
& FAMILY ISLAND
DEVELOPMENT
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Grand Bahama as an international 
logistics hub for maritime, storage, light 
manufacturing and medical research.

i) Establish a Grand Bahama Industrial
Training Academy that will be used as
a tool to train prospective candidates
for high quality jobs and entrepreneurial
opportunities in the Industrial Sector.
This will also serve to provide Bahamians
with key skills to qualify for managerial
jobs and replace a significant portion of
the existing expatriate workforce with
Bahamians.

j) Construct, with public/private
partnerships, a recreational, cultural,

skills training and entrepreneurship 
facility in the community of Eight Mile 
Rock.

Family Islands
a) Establish a “Local Crown Land

Authority” on each Family Island
which will be charged with the task of
reviewing and approving all applications
for Crown Land on each island.

b) Appoint “Fisheries Reserve Officers” on
each Family Island. These officers will
comprise persons from the community
who will be trained to assist the
Royal Bahamas Defense Force in the

protection of our borders from poachers, 
monitor the marine stock and ensure 
compliance with environmental laws 
and preserve our Fisheries Industry.

c) Establish quality control and structured
pricing system for the sale of seafood
abroad to ensure steady demand for
Bahamian seafood products.

d) Finalize and execute plans, in public/
private partnership, for the funding
and construction of mini hospitals on
the various family islands to decrease
the need to travel/relocate to New
Providence to seek medical care.

X.  LOCAL GOVERNMENT –
COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT

a) Recommend constitutional status and recognition of
Local Government.

b) Grant authority to Local Government Authorities
to raise revenue to attend to the maintenance of its
district.

c) Grant authority to Local Government Authorities to
promote economic & cultural development in local

districts incentivizing Bahamian entrepreneurs and 
targeting and lobbying more appropriate and eco-
friendly sources of foreign direct investment to 
their respective districts and towns to joint venture 
with Bahamian entrepreneurs or in public private 
partnerships.

d) Expand Local Government to New Providence.

Devolve and decentralize power from central Government 
to Bahamian communities, through Local Government, 
to deepen democracy and enable Bahamians to have a 
direct and daily involvement in solving problems, expanding 
economic opportunities, creating jobs and securing a 
more cohesive society.  To build a more effective Local 
Government, I propose to:
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As Leader of the Progressive Liberal Party,
I will ensure strict compliance with the PLP’s Constitution, as the social contract between the 
Party and its members.  The Constitution reflects the core values of democratic governance, 
servant leadership, equality of treatment, respect for dissent, economic ownership by the 
majority of Bahamians.  The Party must increase political engagement, especially with young  
persons, and bring more Bahamians into the political process.  The Party must always 
provide The Bahamas with a progressive and liberal policy response to domestic, regional 
and international challenges facing The Bahamas.  I propose the following changes by way of 
enforcement or amendment of the Party’s Constitution:

xI. Restore, 
Rebrand & Rebuild 
Progressive 
Liberal Party



alfred sears - a vision for our revolution 

25

a) Hold a National General Convention
annually as mandated by the party
constitution, for the exercise of the
democratic will of the Party to elect its
leadership, review the work of the Party,
modify or establish new policies, make
amendments to its Platform, By-laws
and Constitution and receive and adopt
reports of the National General Council
and Branches of the Party.  I propose that
at the discretion of the Leadership and the
National General Council, the decision to
postpone or cancel the annual Convention
be limited to a natural disaster, national
state of emergency, or a national event
where the holding of a political event may
be prejudicial to the political interests of
the Party.

b) Restore respect to the office of Stalwart
Councillor, the highest honor bestowed
on a member.  I will ensure that each
nomination of new Stalwart Councilor is
published, along with either the names of
the 12 members in good standing proposing
the candidate or the recommendation
of the Branch, allowing a reasonable
period for comments or objections
before determination by the National
General Council.  Further, I propose that

the power to increase the admission of 
Stalwart Council be determined by the 
Annual General Convention rather than the 
National General Council.

c) Establish Councils of Stalwart Councillors
on every Island of The Bahamas where there
exists more than 12 Stalwart Councillors
ordinarily resident on that Island and such
Councils to meet regularly to discuss the
business of the Party.

d) Establish an island and/or regional
constituency council in every island or
group of islands to meet regularly, and with
the national Chairman, review the work of
branches and ensure that they are active,
visible and functioning.

e) Reduce the qualifying age of Stalwarts
from 50 to an age that reflects the current
demographics of The Bahamas and the
Party.

f) Conduct meetings of the National General
Council to ensure meaningful participation
of Stalwarts and NGC members by the
prior distribution of agenda, minutes,
information papers, reports to facilitate
informed discussion of critical political
issues, strategy and policies.

Commit that at 
least 50% of its 
Leadership and 
Parliamentary 
Candidates will 
comprise women 
and young 
people (under 
35) to promote
diversity
and full
participation
of women and
young people in
public life

Restore, Rebrand & Rebuild
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g) Create new executive positions of
Public Relations Officer, Chief Political
Analyst and Election Readiness
Coordinator by way of constitutional
amendment.

h) Decentralize power to the communities
and Family Islands by electing a Vice
Chair of the Party from each of the
major Family Islands.

i) Make the position of Secretary General
an elected office, with an Assistant
Secretary General elected from each
major Family Island.

j) Commit to the goal that at least 50%
of its Leadership and Parliamentary
Candidates will comprise women by
the year 2040 in order to promote full
participation of women in public life
and decision making.

k) Commit that at least 50% of its
Leadership will comprise young people
(under 40) in order to promote diversity
and full participation of young people
in public life.

l) Produce a monthly newsletter and
digital magazine to ensure regular
communication with Party members.

m) Commit to political education for
Party members on Party policies and
domestic, regional and international
issues.

n) Implement a mentoring and monitoring
system for its Members of Parliament
to ensure excellence of representation
in constituencies.

o) Mandate that its Members of
Parliament hold weekly office hours for
constituents, quarterly constituency
meetings within the constituency and
establish community centers within
the constituency offering year round
community outreach programs.

p) Commit to a system of campaign
finance reform, regulation of political
parties and public funding of political
campaigns to protect the integrity of
the political process.

q) Mandate semi-annual retreats for Party
Officers and Parliamentary Members to
review performance of Party and revise
its programs, strategy and platform.

r) Commit to hold Annual Cabinet
Retreats, when in Government, to review
policies and assess implementation of
Party’s Platform.

s) Commit to hold quarterly Cabinet
meetings, when in Government,
in different regions of Bahamian
archipelago to ensure national access
to the Cabinet in order to redress the
Nassau-centred history of governance
and increase knowledge by Cabinet of
Family Island issues.

t) Amend Constitution of Party to require
that all parliamentary candidates for
election to the House of Assembly
be based only on the written
recommendation of the Constituency
Branch to the Candidates Committee
of the Party.

Restore, Rebrand & Rebuild






